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Urban Green Council is the New York Chapter of the 

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC). Our mission is 

to lead the advancement of sustainability in the urban 

built environment, and serve as a model for other cities 

through education, advocacy, collaboration  

and research.

Our vision is to see cities that coexist in harmony with 

their natural environment and contribute to the health 

and well-being of all.

T H I N K I N G  G REEN  
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June 2011

Dear Friends,

Hard to believe, but Urban Green Council, USGBC New York, is now in its 10th 
year of operation. In collaboration with industry leaders, government, and our 
supporters and members, we’ve become the leading voice for sustainability in 
the built environment in New York City. 

Those who have been following our progress over the last several years will 
be familiar with the accomplishments that we talk about in this debut Annual 
Report, like the NYC Green Codes Task Force, GPRO, and our stable of top-
flight educational programs, including the 2010 Urban Green Expo.

Behind the scenes, we’ve been building the organizational scaffolding that 
helped make these initiatives possible. We now have a diversified funding base, 
consistent and compelling branding, and much-improved financial planning and 
management. We now have 10 full-time employees who bring over 130 years of 
experience to our efforts. Not bad for an organization that was entirely staffed 
by volunteers just a few years ago!

This Annual Report is a manifestation of all these milestones, from our  
program successes to an improved nonprofit infrastructure that can support 
future expansion. 

We wish to thank all our members and supporters who have made our work and 
growth possible—and hope you share our pride in what you have helped accomplish 
in these short 10 years. We look forward to developing a legacy of creating 
groundbreaking and scalable initiatives for New York City and urban settings.  
And with your help, we will achieve it.

Best wishes,

Jeff Brodsky			R   ussell Unger
Chairman				E   xecutive Director
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tn now

F r o m  R e co m m e n dat i o n s  to  N YC  L aws :  Co d e s  H i g hl  i g h ts

LOCAL LAW 57 / TASK FORCE REC WE 1

That’s the amount of water that will be conserved annually by 

2021 with the passage of this NYC law, which requires improved 

efficiency standards for replacement plumbing fixtures and fittings.

Local Law 43 / Task Force rec EF 17

Canola or soy? NYC heating oil must now be at least 2% biofuel, 

which can come from in-city sources like used cooking oils.

Local Law 49 / Task Force Rec OC 1

For the first time ever, the NYC construction codes 

exist in the interest of public safety, health, welfare and 

now, the environment.

R e p u r p o s i n g
NYC’s Codes

Local Law 48 / Task Force Rec EE 13 

New Vacancy Sensors turn the lights off when you leave, 

but you have to turn the lights on—reducing electricity use 

by 15-20% compared to Occupancy Sensors.

Greener, Greater Buildings Plan / Task Force Rec EO 1

Called retro-commissioning, all buildings over 50,000 square 

feet will be getting tune-ups every 10 years that will pay for 

themselves in 3—a 19% return on investment. 



2010 annual report | urban green council 3 

tn now

b u i l d i n g  G REEN  

MA  K ING    AN   IMPACT     
BY  GREENING         T H E  CODES  

In July 2008, Urban Green Council received a challenge from Mayor 
Bloomberg and City Council Speaker Quinn: convene a blue-ribbon group 
of industry leaders to identify impediments to green building in New York 
City codes, and recommend cost-effective code enhancements or new 
requirements. Urban Green accepted this challenge, assembling over  
200 experts who graciously volunteered their time for the NYC Green 
Codes Task Force. 

Chaired by Urban Green Council Executive Director Russell Unger, the 
Task Force worked for 18 months to produce a 600-page report with 
111 recommendations, including detailed cost estimates. Urban Green 
organized and managed this work, including: 

• �Creating and staffing two oversight committees, 9 technical 
committees, statutory review and cost analysis—a total of over  
200 volunteers;

• �Planning and logistics for over 70 meetings; 

• �Managing four writing and review cycles prior to the final  
report release;

• �Designing all report components including user-friendly graphics  
and icons.

Each recommendation includes a detailed explanation of the issue 
addressed, recommended statutory language, analyses of environmental 
and health benefits, and identification of any implementation challenges. 
Touching on codes governing construction, energy, zoning, consumer 
affairs, environmental protection, and health, the result is the most 
comprehensive analysis of local codes ever conducted in the  
United States.

“New York has the opportunity to set a new standard for green building 
in America,” said Council Speaker Quinn at the Report’s release on 
February 1, 2010 at City Hall, “Green codes will not only improve the local 
environment, but also reduce air pollution, improve public health, and 
create much-needed jobs.”

In 2010, 17 of the Task Force recommendations were implemented,  
with many more slated for consideration in 2011 by the City Council  
and Mayoral agencies. 

4,391
Total downloads and views of the  
Green Codes Executive Summary

3,059
Total downloads and views  
of the Full Report

15,471
Green Codes page views

200+
Experts who volunteered to contribute  
to the Green Codes Task Force

17
Task Force recommendations  
implemented in 2010.

*Through 5/31/11

G r e e n  Co d e s  
Ta s k  F o r c e  
R e p o r t  Stats *
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2 0 1 0  e d u c at i o n a L  H i g H L i g H ts

urban green council’s robust calendar of educational programs provides a recurring forum for the 
region’s green building community to learn, exchange ideas and coalesce around common causes. 
our audience members come from all sectors of the building industry, from senior professionals and 
policy-makers engaged in leading-edge discourse to those newer to the green building movement 
seeking a doorway into sustainable urban design. 

Designed to address the needs and interests of a diverse audience, our 2010 programs covered 
topics ranging from landmark new York city legislation, to highly technical roundtables examining 
niche aspects of sustainable building, to more basic presentations on green building fundamentals 
and the leeD standard.

e d u c at i o n a L  p r o g r a m s

reached a combined 4,000+ attendees across 92 events

provided timely information on initiatives and legislation with direct 
impact on new York city’s building community, including:

• the greener, greater buildings plan

• the ground-breaking green codes task Force report and its impact 
 on new York city building codes

• changes to new York city energy code and its enforcement

Since almost 80% of new York 

city’s carbon emissions come from 

buildings, energy code compliance 

is central to fulfi lling the city’s 

commitment to reduce emissions 

by 30% by 2030. urban green 

council is the go-to organization 

to get the word out.

our popular High-performance 

green building Salons, founded 

by sustainable building pioneer 

catherine Shawn, have been 

a new York programming staple 

for more than 10 years.

more than half of our audience 

members take advantage of the 

continuing education units off ered 

at our programs. in 2010, we 

issued over 2,500 individual ceus, 

keeping attendees up to date on 

the latest in green building.

co n t i n u i n g  e d u c at i o n
our programs made over 256 continuing education units available to licensed 
architects, engineers, leeD professionals, and other building professionals 
(166 aia continuing education units and 90.5 gbci continuing education Hours) 

l e a r n I n G  G r e e n

p r o g r a m  s e r i e s
• High-performance green building Salons

• leeD Workshops

• monthly technical roundtables

• oppositions panel discussion series

• green building tours

• author talks
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in 2009, new York city enacted the greener, greater 
buildings plan, the most comprehensive legislative 
program in the country designed to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from existing buildings. most are now 
aware that the construction and operation of buildings 
are responsible for roughly half of our national carbon 
emissions. What receives less attention is that the majority 
of the buildings we will occupy in the future already exist. 
For example, in 2030 roughly 85% of the buildings we 
will occupy in nYc exist today. any program to reduce 
the environmental footprint of our built environment 
must focus on retrofi tting our existing building stock.   
the greener, greater buildings plan addresses exactly 
this issue and is one of the fi rst of its kind in the nation. 

urban green council was a proud participant in shaping 
and enacting the greener, greater buildings plan, and now, 
at the request of the mayor’s offi  ce of long-term planning 
and Sustainability, is managing a signifi cant outreach eff ort 
to spread the word about this important legislation.

urban green council developed a custom presentation 
targeting the owners and managers of the 26,000 private-
sector buildings impacted by these laws, and is managing 
the deployment of more than 20 volunteer speakers for 
the program, which will continue into 2012. 

u r B a n  g r e e n  co u n c i L  a n d  t H e 
g r e e n e r ,  g r e at e r  B u i L d i n g s  p L a n

a tour oF tHis green rooF on grand street in LittLe itaLY 
was one oF our manY soLd-out 2010 events. tHe rooF won 
a 2008 aia design award and incLudes agricuLturaL and 
recreationaL areas over two LeveLs. 
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the second urban green expo on September 29-30, 2010 was even 
more ambitious than our inaugural event in 2009, with more specialized 
educational sessions designed to meet the needs of the northeast’s green 
building community. 

produced in-house by a full-time education staff  of three working closely with 
a volunteer programming committee, the team decided to address one of the 
thorniest sustainable design problems: what does it take to create a high-
performance green building façade?

With the theme Pushing the Envelope, urban green council explored how 
buildings can “push the envelope” both literally, by focusing on the importance 
of high performance enclosures, and metaphorically, by addressing topical 
subjects like verifying energy performance and by highlighting innovative 
designs, processes, and systems.

u r B a n  g r e e n  e x p o  2 0 1 0 :
t H e  n o r t H e ast ’ s  m o st  s o p H i st i c at e d 
g r e e n  B u i L d i n g  e d u c at i o n a L  co n F e r e n c e

urban green expo 2010 got off  to a 
momentous start with a keynote from 
internationally renowned designer 
and thinker William mcDonough. in 
an address that many in the audience 
called transformative, mcDonough 
spoke powerfully about the need 
for us to move our thinking from 
“effi  ciency” to “eff ectiveness.” 
He spoke of putting the speed of 
commerce to work in service of 
the environment, so we can relieve 
government of its cumbersome 

regulatory role. the means to this end 
are buildings that produce energy, 
water and fresh air rather than 
consume them, and products that are 
infi nitely recyclable, compostable and 
even edible. 

after his speech, conference 
attendees lined up for signed copies 
of his ground breaking 2002 book 
Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way 
We Make Things.

S H o W C a S I n G  G r e e n

w i L L i a m  m c d o n o u g H

w i L L i a m  m c d o n o u g H  s e ts  t H e  to n e

urBan green counciL’s 
green expo maKes 
cutting-edge continuing 
education accessiBLe to tHe 
green BuiLding communitY
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U r b a n  G r e e n  E x p o  2 0 1 0  Au d i e n c e 
By  I n d u st ry  S e c to r “	The complexities of building 		

	 enclosures are perhaps the most 	
	 critical component in successful  
	 high-performance buildings. They  
	 are not only integrally linked to 	
	 energy performance, but are critical 
	 to user satisfaction and healthy 	
	 environments. Urban Green Expo 	
	 2010 shed new light on this important 	
	 and often overlooked feature.”

	 Steven Baumgartner
	 Buro Happold

Urban Green Expo 2010 provided a valuable learning and networking 
opportunity to an audience representing a broad cross section of the 
building industry.

I n n o vat i o n

E f f ici   e n cy

B ALAN    C E

1,500 

Attendees

46 

Top-caliber educational sessions  
across eight classrooms

Experts from Lafarge North America and Coreslab Structures discussed the process 
of fabricating a prototype for the Liquid Wall—the 2010 winner of the American 
Institute of Architects’ Open Call for Innovative Curtain Wall Design.

John Bushell of Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates and Ashok Raiji of Arup explored  
the design process of renovating the Unilever Headquarters in London. They 
successfully achieved a balance between the building’s 1930’s historic fabric  
and an environmentally responsible workplace.

Susan Szenasy, editor of Metropolis Magazine, moderated a standing-room-only 
presentation of panelists from Skidmore, Owings & Merrill and Jones Lang LaSalle on 
transforming mid-century structures into high-performance 21st-century buildings.

150 
Speakers present, including principals 
from many of the world’s most forward-
thinking real estate and design firms.

80% 
Attendees rated the 2010 Expo a 4 or 5 
on our survey’s scale of 1 to 5

12 
AIA credits and GBCI CE hours available 
to each attendee

Architecture (31%)

CONSTRUCTION (9%)

MANUFACTURING (5%)

ENGiNEERING (9%)

GOV / NP / STUDENTS (10%)

SALES / MARKETING (8%)

CONSULTING (14%)

REAL ESTATE (6%)

MISCELLANEOUS (7%)
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The idea for GPRO began back in 
2007, with an ad-hoc committee 
that saw the need for green training 

for tradespeople in both a local and national market. It was 
clear that the committee was on to something: LEED wasn’t 
designed for the trades, and the few options targeted to 
tradespeople were small, one-off efforts with limited options 
to obtain recognized credentials.

Originally called the Green Construction Skills Initiative, the 
project soon gained traction in early 2008 with the addition of 
a number of critical partners listed at right.

In addition to major industry buy-in, Urban Green Council 
engaged leading consultants in adult education and modeled 
best practices from the LEED playbook at USGBC. 

With tremendous help from our partners, consultants, and 
volunteer curriculum and advisory committees, the Green 
Construction Skills Initiative evolved into GPRO, a training 
program designed for experienced building professionals who 
want to integrate green practices into the core knowledge of 
their trade. GPRO provides new awareness and skills required to 
successfully implement a green building project.

GPRO     M ov e s  f r o m  co n c e p t 
to  R e a l i t y  i n  2 0 1 0

T e a chi   n g  G REEN  

13 �development 
Partners

OPERATIONS AND  

MAINTENANCE ESSENTIALS

GPRO: O&M is intended for a wide 
variety of professionals who work 
on-site in building operations and 
maintenance. The types of buildings 
addressed range from multifamily 
residential to high-rise commercial  
to industrial. 

CONSTRUCTION          

MANAGEMENT       

GPRO: CM gives students critical 
information on greening all phases  
of the construction process—from 
pre-construction services through 
commissioning to post-occupancy 
measurement and verification.

F UNDAMENTA       L S  

O F  B UI  L DING     GREEN   

Fundamentals is the prerequisite 
for all trade-specific courses 
listed at right, and covers the 
basics of sustainability, green 
building and construction 
practices all workers should 
know to make buildings greener.

prerequisite

•	�B uilding Construction Trades Council 
(BCTC), the umbrella organization for 
building trades

•	�B uilding Trades Employers  
Association (BTEA), the association  
of contractors

•	� SEIU Local 32BJ Thomas Shortman 
Training Fund

•	UA  Local 1 Plumbers of NYC

•	L ocal Union 3 IBEW

• 	�International Union of Operating 
Engineers Local 94

•	�I nternational Union of Operating 
Engineers - Local 30 

•	�C onsortium for Worker Education (CWE)

•	C ity University of New York (CUNY)

•	A ssociation for Energy Affordability

•	 Skanska USA

•	B ovis Lend Lease

•	U SGBC Upstate New York Chapter
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Fundamentals of Building Green is 
the cornerstone of gpro, serving 
as the prerequisite for all trade-
specifi c courses.

in order to become a gpro 
certifi cate Holder, a candidate must 
pass an exam testing knowledge 
taken from both Fundamentals and 
the trade-specifi c course. the four 
modules completed in 2010 are 
listed below.

in addition to the full-color illustrated 
textbook, each gpro module 
includes a thoughtful, engaging 
classroom presentation, useful 
handouts and student exercises, and 
detailed instructor materials. 

in the midst of this intense curriculum 
development, the gpro staff  (less 
than three people total!) was out 
selling the program to potential 
Delivery partners across the country. 
in november at greenbuild, uSgbc’s 
annual conference in chicago, we 
signed our fi rst Delivery partners—
the uSgbc colorado chapter and the 
new York upstate chapter. We now 
have gpro partners in fi ve states total: 
colorado, illinois, new Jersey, new 
York, and texas.

gpro instructors are the backbone 
of the program. each instructor 
has at least 5 years of experience 
in his or her trade and a passion for 
sustainability. all through the Fall 
of 2010, we held instructor training 
sessions and have over 40 gpro 
certifi ed instructors.

With gpro, urban green council 
aims to create an engaging yet 
sophisticated educational product 
of the highest quality. our instructors 
are key to meeting these high 
standards and are the face of gpro 
across the country.

4 ModuleS 5 StateS 40 InStruCtorS

e L e c t r i c a L  sYst e m s

gpro: electrical Systems teaches 
sustainable construction practices 
such as how to implement effi  ciencies 
in lighting, the electrician’s role in 
commissioning, and the fundamental 
diff erences between green and 
conventional products and practices.

p Lu m B i n g

gpro: plumbing teaches sustainable 

construction practices such as how to 

interpret energyguide and water use 

rating systems on new products, and 

common retrofi t options and issues.

m e c H a n i c a L-a i r

gpro: mechanical-air teaches 
sustainable construction practices 
such as the central role of mechanical 
systems in attaining green test and 
balance parameters, and fundamental 
iaQ assurance practices.

fall 2011 releaSe fall 2011 releaSe
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90 educational events annually…the green codes task Force report…gpro, 
a totally new training program for the trades. How do we do it with only a 
full-time staff  of 10? 

our work would not be possible without an incredible commitment from our 
members, who volunteer to do everything from reviewing green codes technical 
information to checking in attendees at an urban green council event.

urban green council membership also allows area professionals and green 
building advocates to keep up with the latest in sustainable building through 
our education programs and to network with colleagues.

and it’s quite a diverse group: our 1,000-plus members represent a broad 
cross-section of the new York region’s sustainable building community.

J o I n I n G  G r e e n

u r B a n  g r e e n  co u n c i L  m e m B e r s H i p :
a  v i ta L  pa r t  o F  o u r  s u cc e s s

to p  r e a s o n s 
to  B e co m e  a n 
u r B a n  g r e e n 
co u n c i L  m e m B e r

support urban green council’s 
critical advocacy, public policy, 
and research initiatives

Be a part of new York city’s 
most active and infl uential 
green building community!

network with like-minded, 
environmentally conscious 
professionals

attend over 90 events annually 
with discounted or free 
admission and earn continuing 
education and gBci credits

receive advance notice about 
urban green council committee 
opportunities.

“being a member is like a two-way street. i joined for the quality programming and networking 
opportunities. in return, i volunteer on educational events, and speak on behalf of the mayor’s 
offi  ce regarding the greener, greater buildings plan. i encourage people who are serious about 
staying current on green building to become a member.”

valerie corbett leeD ap bD+c

IntelliGreen Partners, LLC
Urban Green Council Member

engineering
9%

manuFacturing
7%

4%

interior
design

3%
student

3%
Law

reaL estate 
deveLopment, 
management 

or BroKerage

15%

construction/
BuiLding

11%

arcHitecture

21%

consuLting
9%

otHer
eDucation, government, 
meDia, retail, nonproFit

15%

FinanciaL 
services

3%



2010 annual report | urban green council 11 

E M ER  G I N G  G REEN  

Urban Green Council’s Emerging Professionals (EP) engage and educate 
those just beginning their careers in green building. EP is a national 
program of the U.S. Green Building Council.

Here in New York, we participate in USGBC national events such as the 
Natural Talent Design Competition in addition to local programs created 
and managed by the volunteer EP leadership.

The Emerging Professionals of New York host a monthly educational forum 
on green building, hold community-building social events, and sponsor an 
annual Career Fair.

o u r  E m e r g i n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  W i n  
t h e  N at u r a l  Ta l e n t  D e s i g n  Co m p e t i t i o n !

e p  l e a d e r s h i p

USGBC’s 2010 Natural Talent Design 
Competition focused its sights on 
the rebuilding effort in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Young professionals 
competed in designing a LEED for 
Homes project that is priced afford-
ably and is functional for elderly  
occupants. “RAMPed UP,” the NTDC 
entry from Emerging Professionals 
of New York, was placed in the Top 
Four by a national jury! 

The Top Four were showcased at 
Greenbuild 2010 and, for the first 
time, the designers will see their 
projects built in New Orleans’ 
Broadmoor neighborhood. Once 
the homes are built, they will enter 
a measurement and verification 

phase in which they will be graded 
on energy efficiency, water reuse, 
and indoor air quality among other 
categories. The design team whose 
home performs best will be awarded 
the final Grand Prize in 2011.

c u r r e n t  l e a d e r s h i p

Jessica Cooper, LB Architects
Co-Chair (Nov 2010—Nov 2012)

Nicole McGlinn, Kohn Pedersen Fox
Co-Chair, (March 2011—Nov 2011)

Molly Zinzi, Google
UGC Board Member, EP  

(Nov 2009—Nov 2011)

F o r m e r  L e a d e r s h i p

Keith Amann, YRG Sustainability
Co-Chair (Nov 2008—Nov 2010)

Brittany Grech, YRG Sustainability
Co-Chair (Nov 2009—March 2011)

Enjoying happy 
hour and 

networking 
after the 2010 

Urban Green 
Career Fair, 

which was 
attended by over 

200 job-seekers.

Team Name 
“RAMPed UP”

Team Members 
Buro Happold 
Irmak Turan, Daniel Bersohn,  
Tim Hanna, Rossella Nicolin, and  
Lauren Page

Rogers Marvel Architects  
Yavuz Akcora, Nicholas McDermott, 
Shane Neufeld, and Jenny Wu

Brittany Grech (EP Co-Chair), Erica 
Berger, and Keith Amann (EP Co-Chair) 
at the 2010 Natural Talent Design 
Competition Awards Ceremony
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Bob Fox of Cook+Fox Architects and 
Urban Green Board Chair Jeff Brodsky.

REBNY’s Angela Sung catches up with 
NYC DDC Commissioner David Burney.

C ELE   B RAT   I N G  G REEN  

$380,000
raised to support  
urban green council  
programs and services

Urban Green Council’s Russell Unger, Charlotte Matthews of 
Related and Council Member Jim Gennaro enjoy the amazing 
views from Tribeca Rooftop.

u r b a n  g r e e n  co u n c i l  g a l a

B u i l d i n g  a  g r e e n e r  n e w  yo r k 

n ov e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 1 0   t r i b e c a  r o o f to p

Urban Green Council was delighted to honor David R. Greenbaum, President 
of the New York Office Division of Vornado Realty Trust for his outstanding 
efforts in greening our city. On David’s watch, Vornado has made an 
impressive corporate commitment to sustainability through the management 
of over 10 million square feet of LEED EB certified buildings, innovative tenant 
engagement programs, and a new cogeneration plant at One Penn Plaza.

Urban Green Council is grateful to our unprecedented 

number of supporters this year, and sends a special thanks 

to Gala Committee Chair Glen Weiss of Vornado for his 

leadership role in making the Gala a great success.

2010 Honoree David Greenbaum

guests
350
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2 0 1 0  A n n ua l  S e rv i c e  Awa r d s

J u n e  2 2 ,  2 0 1 0 

GE   M o n o g r a m  Sh  ow r o o m

With a full-time staff of 10, our ambitious agenda would not have been 
possible without the support of over 400 volunteers, who did everything 
from logging extensive hours on the Green Codes Task Force to managing 
registration at one of our many events (92 in 2010).

Although we are grateful to all of our volunteers, we honor extraordinary 
contributions at our annual Service Awards, which were held on June 22 
at the GE Monogram Design Center. In addition to the standing categories 
of Educational Programs and Emerging Professionals, we also recognized 
contributions to the NYC Green Codes Task Force and GPRO, our training 
and certificate program for the trades.

Congratulations to the recipients of the 2010 Service Awards and thank 
you to all our hard-working volunteers! 

2 0 1 0  S e rv i c e  Awa r d 

W i n n e r s

G r e e n  Co d e s  Tas k  F o r c e

Hilary Beber   
Mayor’s Office of Long-term Planning 
& Sustainability

James Belluardo 

Tal Golomb   
Fried, Frank, Harris,  
Shriver & Jacobson LLP

James Stawniczy   
Bovis Lend Lease 

Deborah Taylor    
NYC Department of Buildings    

GPRO    :  G r e e n 

P r o f e ss i o n a l  B u i l d i n g 

Sk  i ll  s  T r a i n i n g  

Rebecca Lurie   
Consortium for Worker Education  

Scott Sears   
Sears Associates 

E m e r g i n g  P r o f e ss i o n a l s  

Keith Amann    
YRG Sustainability

EDUCATIONA         L  PROGRAMS         

Maya Jaber Camou  
M3D Consulting

2010 Service Award Winner Maya Jaber 
Camou with Urban Green Council 
Program Director Yetsuh Frank.

2010 Service Award Winners Tal 
Golomb and James Belluardo with 
Urban Green Council Board Member 
Silda Wall Spitzer.
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Urban Green Council is extremely thankful for the organizations and individuals  
who supported us in 2010.	

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r

$ 1 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r

S UPPORT      I N G  G REEN  

Con Edison

Bernard F. and Alva B. Gimbel Foundation

Mertz Gilmore Foundation

The New York Community Trust

The Overbrook Foundation

United Technologies Corporation /  
Carrier Corp.

Vornado Realty Trust

Bloomberg

General Services Administration

Merck Family Fund

Related Companies

Tishman Speyer

Turner Construction

Arup

Bank of America

InSinkErator

Philips

Plaza Construction

Proskauer Rose LLP

WSP Flack + Kurtz
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$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r

AKF Group, LLC

Archetype Consultants

Battery Park City Authority

Bovis Lend Lease

Brookfield Properties

Colliers International

Cook + Fox Architects /  
Terrapin Bright Green

Cushman & Wakefield

Davis & Warshow, Inc.

Fred Geller Electrical, Inc.

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Herman Miller

Jaros, Baum & Bolles

Jones Lang LaSalle

Kohn Pedersen Fox

McCarter & English, LLP

Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects

The Bernard and Anne Spitzer 
Charitable Trust

Studley, Inc.

Tishman Construction

$ 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r

Albanese Organization

Allen + Killcoyne Architects

Association for Energy Affordability

Calmac

CB Richard Ellis

Dagher Engineering

Donaldson Organization

FXFOWLE Architects

Geller & Company

Green Depot

Guardian Services

HOK, Inc.

Madison Square Garden

ways  to  s u p p o r t  U r b a n  g r e e n  co u n c i l

B e c o m e  a  m e m b e r

Urban Green Council has over 1,000 
individual members from a range 
of backgrounds and professions, 
with architecture, engineering, real 
estate and construction strongly 
represented. Dues range from $25 
for students to $10,000 for a lifetime 
membership, and are tax-deductible. 
Members receive reduced or waived 
fees on all events, advance notice of 
important Urban Green initiatives, and 
other benefits. 

B e c o m e  a  S p o n s o r

Companies of all sizes benefit by 
sponsoring Urban Green Council,  
the most trusted name in sustainable 
building in New York City. Annual 
Sponsorships span from $1,000 to 
$25,000, and include a range of 
benefits depending on level. 

M a k e  a  D o n at i o n

Are you passionate about 
sustainability in the urban built 
environment? Consider making a 
100% tax-deductible donation to 
Urban Green Council. You may also 
make a gift of appreciated stock.

For complete details on how to 
support us, please visit our website, 
urbangreencouncil.org, or contact  
Chris Anjesky, Director of 
Development and Communications,  
at 212.514.9385 ext. 19 or  
ca@urbangreencouncil.org.

Urban Green Council, USGBC  
New York, is an essential 
resource for the region’s 
professionals working in all 
aspects of sustainable building; 
we provide valuable education 
and networking opportunities for 
thousands of our members and 
non-members each year.

But Urban Green Council is  
much more than a member  
group or professional 
organization—membership  
and course fees cover less  
than 20% of our budget.

We are also a completely  
separate nonprofit from our 
national organization, the 
U.S. Green Building Council 
in Washington DC, and are 
responsible for our own 
fundraising. Therefore we look 
toward individuals, organizations, 
foundations and government to 
support our critical work.

Urban Green Council helps to 
ensure that New York will be a 
great place to live for generations 
to come by advocating for a 
thoughtful, sustainable approach 
to urban planning, development, 
and energy policy. You can 
support Urban Green Council in  
a variety of ways:
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National Resources Defense Council

New York Presbyterian Hospital

Rainbow Media

Skanska USA

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP

Spin Design, Inc.

StructureTone

Trespa New York

The VSA Group

$ 2 , 5 0 0  a n d  o v e r

Ashokan Water Services

Atelier Ten

Benjamin Moore and Co.

Jeff Brodsky

The Building and Construction Trades 
Council of Greater NY (BCTC)

Amanda Burden

Century Elevator

Code Green Solutions 

The Durst Organization

Forest Electric

Goldman Copeland Associates, P.C.

Haynes and Boone, LLP

The Edward J. Malloy Initiative for 
Construction Skills

Moed de Armas & Shannon

One Lux Studio

Robert B. Samuels, Inc.

Sierra Club Foundation

Stonehenge NYC

United Elevator Consultants, Inc.

Steven Winter Associates

$ 1 , 5 0 0  a n d  o v e r

District Council 9 of the International 
Union of Painters and Allied Trades

Fox Rothschild LLP

Gardiner & Theobald Inc.

Jerome S. Gillman Consulting

Gilsanz Murray Steficek, LLP

Grubb & Ellis

HR&A Advisors

Ice Air, LLC

Kugler Ning Lighting Design, Inc.

Langan Engineering and  
Environmental Services

Local Union No. 3 International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers

Luthin Associates

Milo Kleinberg Design Associates, Inc. 

The Steven L. Newman  
Support Foundation

Par Plumbing Co., Inc.

Random House, Inc.

U.S. Energy Group

Marcia & Walter Unger

VDA Associates

Zetlin & De Chiara, LLP

$ 1 , 0 0 0  a n d  o v e r

Aguayo and Huebener

Gregory Bauso

Boston Properties

Gunjan Chag

DB Power of Three

e4, Inc.

Paul Fernandes

James Gainfort

Chris Garvin

Leslie Himmel/Jewish Communal Fund

MechoShade Systems

RCC Concrete Corporation

John Rice

Richmar Controls and Service 
Company, Inc.

Wells Fargo & Co.

Westside Transload

$ 5 0 0  a n d  o v e r

Les Bluestone

Brent Brake

Lauren Brust

Building Trades Employers’ 
Association (BTEA)

Colleran, O’Hara & Mills LLP

Fiona Cousins

Candace Damon

Endurant Energy

Falcon Enterprises Associates, Inc.

Good Energies

InterfaceFLOR, LLC

Jonathan Rose Companies

John Mandyck

Metropolis Group, Inc.

Pennsy Nadler

New York State Iron Workers

Reckson (SL Green Realty Corp.)

Tannenbaum Helpern

Dr. Robin Unger 

Alexandra Woods

World Trade Center Properties

Lauren Yarmuth

Zubatkin Owner Representation

$ 2 5 0  a n d  o v e r

Stanley Alpert

Edson Andrews

Nada Anid

Christina Anjesky

Dayo Babalola

Sharath Babu

Kevin Banahan
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James Bayley

Loren Blackford

George Blajeski

Kenneth Block

Buro Happold

David Calligeros

Ann Caruso

Ronald Ciccolini

Columbia University

Frank Cooney

Ricardo Costa

Tim Daniels

Dattner Architects

Pierre Desautels

Alan Englander

Robert Evans

Ellene Felder

Zara Fernandes

Anne Fletcher

Robert Fonfrias

Paul Gangsei

Michael Goldberg

Jillian Gould

Louis Grasso, Jr.

Green Mountain Energy

Jean Greenlaw

Bob Guarnaccia

Christopher Hagen

David Hepinstall

Edward Herbough

Raul Hiraldo

Jim Holiber

Ellen Honigstock

Mary Hosley

William Howe

John Johnston

Anita Jorgensen

Christopher Kannel

Susan Kaplan

Barbara Kaufman

Laurie Kerr

Varun Kohli

Janno Lieber

Benjamin Linsley

Lutron

Jocelyn Malheiro

Ginetta Marino

Vincent Marquardt

Drew Masters

Gerard McEntee

Richard McKay

Chris McNally

Saverio Mirabile

Mariano Molina

Michele Moran

Jack Nyman

John Okun

Daniel Orr

Ross Orthwein

Carol Ott

Tricia Palumbo

Brooks Perlin

Plumbers Local Union #1

Jay Raphaelson

Curtis Ravenel

Van Ripps

Stephen Rizzo

Karen Rosen

Peter Santella

John Santoleri

Pat Sapinsley

Steven Schleider

Tyler Schmetterer

Renee Schoonbeek

Michael Sharp

Jim Shomilak

Santiago Steele

Jeremy Tabora

Deborah Taylor

Dane Towell

John Trial

Russell Unger

Inger Yancey

Peter Zlotnick

William Zoha

i n - k i n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s

Acuity Brands Lighting

Arup

Bovis Lend Lease

The City Bakery

Rebecca Cole Grows

Con Edison

GE Monogram

Green Mountain Energy

Gunlocke

Knoll

Kohn Pedersen Fox

The Mohawk Group

The New School

NYC ACRE

Pfizer

Skanska USA

Steelcase

Suny-Buffalo

TOTO USA

Trespa

Whole Foods Market	
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We will soon have six gpro courses available 
for our Delivery partners across the country.
in the Fall of 2011 we’ll be launching mechanical-
air (Hvac) and plumbing in addition to 
Fundamentals, construction management, 
operations and maintenance essentials, and 
electrical Systems.

w H at ’ s  a H e a d  F o r  u r B a n  g r e e n  co u n c i L? 
w H at  w e  H av e  i n  t H e  wo r Ks

e n v I S I o n I n G  G r e e n

in order to strengthen our leadership role in the 
sustainable building community here in new York 
and beyond, urban green council is doing its 
fi rst-ever Strategic plan to help guide our work 
over the next three to fi ve years.

looking further ahead, urban green council 
will be conducting a rigorous research project 
on buildings of the future—ones that will help 
cities reduce greenhouse gases 90 percent by 
2050…an ambitious goal, but necessary if we 
want to halt climate change.
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our gala planned for november 2011 will serve as 
the kickoff  of our 10th anniversary. that’s right, 
urban green council will be 10 years old in 2012!

to ensure that our monthly educational 
programming meets the diverse needs of the 
region’s green building community, we’ve created 
a programs committee through a competitive 
call for volunteers. We’re confi dent that the 
committee of 16 industry professionals will 
further broaden our access to speakers and 
weigh in on the demand for topics—their fi rst 
programs are launching in Fall 2011.

We’ll continue to advance green codes through 
nYc legislation and promote the benefi ts of 
sustainable building practices—including low-
voc products, enhanced energy effi  ciency 
standards, construction waste recycling, and 
sidewalks that retain stormwater to nourish 
plantings—on construction projects and for the 
benefi t of all new Yorkers.

We are busily re-tooling urban 
green expo as a Spring 2012 
event—incorporating your 
feedback and lessons learned from 
past conferences to make it better 
than ever.
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c o u n t i n g  g r e e n

U r b a n  G r e e n  Co u n c i l  Stat e m e n t  o f  ac t i v i t i e s 
F o r  t h e  y e a r  e n d e d  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 1 0

SUPPORT AND REVENUES
	C ontributions		
	I ndividuals	 $	 16,989
	M embership		  80,350
	C orporations		  213,000
	 Foundations		  190,000
	U SGBC Revenue Share		  96,788
	 Special Events (Gala)		  381,015

Contributions Subtotal	 $	 978,142

	P rogram Revenue	 $	 330,226

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES	 $	 1,308,368

EXPENSES					   
	P ayroll Taxes and Benefits	 $	 838,081
	P rogram and Event Expenses		  536,274
	C omputers and Website		  33,064
	C onferences and Training		  23,251
	 Depreciation		  6,826
	P rofessional Fees/Consultants		  27,935
	B ank Fees		  20,917
	O ffice Expenses		  56,989
	T ravel		  5,530
	M iscellaneous		  5,514

total EXPENSES	 $	 1,554,381

Change in Net Assets	 $	 (246,013)

Net Assets, Beginning of Year	 $	 420,965

Net Assets, End of Year	 $	 174,952

Notes on 2010 Financials: The 2010 change in net assets is due to lower than projected program 
revenue, substantial investment in GPRO, and corporate and foundation support that was committed in 
2010 but came in 2011 (our accounting is cash-based).
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Jeff Brodsky, Chair
President, Related Management

Silda Wall Spitzer, Vice-Chair
Metropolitan Capital Advisors, Ltd.

Jim Holiber, Treasurer
General Manager and  
Corporate Counsel, Green Depot

John Rice, Secretary
Partner, AKF Engineers, LLP

Amanda Burden 
Director, Department of City Planning

Candace Damon 
Partner, HR&A Advisors

Michael Davidson 
Senior Vice President, JPMorgan Chase

Pat Di Filippo 
Executive Vice President,  
Turner Construction Company

Paul Fernandes 
Chief of Staff,  
Building and Construction Trades Council

Scott E. Frank
Partner, Jaros, Baum & Bolles

Chris Garvin
Senior Associate, Cook+Fox Architects

Susan D. Kaplan

Laurie Kerr 
Senior Policy Advisor, Office of  
Long Term Planning and Sustainability, 
Mayor’s Office of Operations

John M. Mandyck
Vice President for Sustainability & 
Environmental Strategies,  
Carrier Corporation 

Ray Quartararo
International Director,  
Jones Lang LaSalle 

Gaston Silva
Senior Vice President/Chief Operating 
Officer, Vornado Realty Trust

Lauren Yarmuth 
Co-Founder and Principal,  
YRG Sustainability

Molly Zinzi 
Assistant Facilities Manager (NYC),  
Google Inc.

We extend our sincere gratitude for  
the contributions of our departing  
Board Members:

Fiona Cousins
Principal, Arup

Ashok Gupta
Program Director of Air and Energy, 
Natural Resources Defense Council

Murray Levi
VP/Director of Architecture  
and Sustainability,  
LiRo Architects + Planners, P.C.

Jack Nyman
Director, The Steven L. Newman Real Estate 
Institute, Baruch College, CUNY

Russell Unger, leed ap

Executive Director

Katherine Abbott, leed ap

Manager, Special Projects

Christina Anjesky
Director, Development and 
Communications

Yetsuh Frank, aia, leed ap

Director, Programs

Emma Gillespie
Programs Associate

Ellen Honigstock, ra, leed ap

Director, Construction Education

Richard Leigh, phd, pe, leed ap

Director, Research

Caitlin McCusker
Development Associate &  
Emerging Professionals Liaison 

CJ Sandy
Office Manager

Rachel Schuder, leed ap

Assistant Director, Conferences and 
Special Programs

legal counsel

Kenneth Block
Tannenbaum Helpern

2011 Board of Directors staff

U r b a n  G r e e n  Co u n c i l
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Urban Green Council
USGBC, New York Chapter
40 Fulton Street, Suite 802
New York, NY 10038 

www.urbangreencouncil.org


